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SINHALESE THROUGH ENGLISH - 4

[6 928

(COPYRIGHT)
By Munidasa Cumaratunga

Parls of Specch

In English we have no less than eight
Parts of Speech, ie. Noun, Pronoun, Adjec-

tive, Verb, Preposition, Conjunction and
Interjection.

All_ Sinhalese words are divided into
(WO main classes.

1 Declinables
and 2, Indeclinables

Those words that admit Case Inflexions
or Verb Infiexions are Declinables.
(1) g=», yoin, a», gazl, 529, anmo
(2) A, IcB, A8, ey, e, gy

Those that do not change, that is do
not admut Inflexions are Indeclinables.
@2z7, ©o, end, A, ez
Declinables are again divided into two
classes.
1. Nouns
2. Verbs

These are the only Parts of Spsech that
we have in Sinhalese,
1. Nouns
2. Verbs
3. Indeclinables

The eight parts of Speech in English are
included in the three of Sinhalese.

I. Noun

2. Pronoun 1. Noun

3. Adjeetive

3. vab 2. Verb

5. Adverb

6. P iti )

T cf,%iiﬁ;ﬁﬁn} 3. Indeclinable
8. Interjection

There should be no question as to the
propriety of taking Nouns, Pronouns and

4
3

Adjectives as belonging to the same class ol
words. In English where there is no decien-
sion or very little of it, there may be some
meaning in regarding them as three different
Parts of Speech, but in a language like Sin-
halese so rich in methodical Inflexions it is
simply nonsensical to divide one Part of
Speech into three. Some nouns are used
for naming, others to avoid repetition and
the rest for differentiation. That is a!l. This
is no reason for counting them as thtee
different Parts of Speech,

There is one class of words called Nouns.
Nouns are of three kinds.
1. Naming Nouns
2. Pronouns
and 3, Attributive Nouns,

Indeclinables will be dealt with later on,
Now let us concern ourszlves with only tke
Nouns.

Nouns have three Genders.
1. Masculine
2. Feminine
3. Neuter

The Gender of the Attributive Noun is
the same as the Gender of the Noun of
which it is an attribute.

It is wrong to say that Nouns have
Numbers. It is the case Inflexion that has
Numbers.

Case or Verb Inflexions are divided iato
two Numbers:
1. Singular
2. Plural

Masculine and Feminine Nouns have
four Cases. Neuter Nouns have rwo maore.
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The four Common Cases are
1. Direct (Nominative)
2. Oblique (Objective, Agential &
Possessive)
3. Dative
4. Vocative

The (wo Neuter Cases are
1. Ablative (‘with’ or “from’)
2. Locative

Masculine and Feminine Nouns do not
take Neuter Case Inflexions.

The Cases will be numbered as:

First (Direct)
Second (Obligue)
Third {Dative)
Fourth (Vocative)
Fifth (Ablative)
Sixth (Locative)

Let us decline a few nouns,
sod son, Masc.

Sing. Plu.
1, oo I
2. gm SEa
3. gmo yu»o
1. g» yRs
@¢s3 cow, Fem.
Sing. Plu.
1, e (LLato))
2. o™ ez
3. @¢»0 @O
4. o> B
Note

1. Masc. and Fem. Case Inflexions are
the same in the P!u. Number.

2. The Long Vowel of the Sing, Masc. In.
flexions is shortened in the Fem.

1. g» @g2)
2' 29 ”"
3. o0 @2

Let us compare these with the nonscnse
now being taught in schools where the tea.
chers of the old school are doing all they can
to make the Sinhalese lesson most illogical
and disgusting.

Sing. Plu.
L 1]
girs: }Sm felog.)
=&
Objective }9"” gzl
'1)\
Agential }sm E8zf  unR B8
Do B DI gns oo
Instrumental femi0(ee») em:d(enn)
@
cl‘;atgi:;;:’ }9"’6 gazio
?)?:laative }Qm ovrd gl oz
earia 4 _
;osns'cssivc }gm od Enxt od
Jaao s e A
Locative B gns! emes
a:c LM
Vacative }9" o)

Can anything be more foolish than to
regard phrases of two, three or four distincly
seperate words as inflected Nouns.

Phrase No. of words  Eng.
ymy E8z7 2 by the son
g ensy 2 from the son
gm ed 2 of the son
B2 enecs 2 in the hand of
the son
yon WO @m0 3 making the son
the cause
YWy D& !
@m0 eOD 4 do

Poor innocent children are made to learn
by heart long lists of such foolsh trash even
in the highest of Colleges by teachers holding
high University degreces. Nine Cases where
there are only four! Children's difficulties
are thus increased by 125%. What for ? To
shield the ignorance of the teacher.

What fools must the Englsh Gramma-
rians be not to decline the English Nouns too
in the same way and claim to have nine cases
in their language also. Let us decline the
noun man.
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Sing. Plu. Just see how the cases are named. zo®
First man men first, 2% objective, =»%a2 agential. Why
Obj. man men

on earth is the First Case too not givena

ﬁgsf.nt. g; g::?:gunt 23; !:cecl:)unt of name according to its function? If that should

of man men be named according to the order why not the
Dat. to man to men others ? Simply because one misguided man
Abl. from man from men happened to commit a foolish blunder why
{gis. ﬁ,f r'ﬁiﬁ ?rf rtggg should the others follow him. If one is the
Voo. i ot first the next in order must be the second. A

man who introduce nine men as the First,
John, William, Solomon etc. must be given
his proper place in a lunatic asylum. Should
not the Principals of Colleges enquire whe-
ther there be any such men in their staffs?

That men said to be well-educated in
English are not ashamed to teach innocent
children such an absurd declention in Sinha-
lese must be owing to some sin committed by
the Sinhalese children in a previous birth, [THE HELIO Vel.1 No.3]
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