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TECHNICAL TERMS AND SINHALA

AELIAN DE SILVA

By

-
-

B. Sc. (Eng ) A. M, 1. E, E, Chartered Electrical Engineer.

echnical terms are by no means
Their numbers may be in
of several hundreds of thousands. Therefora
the compilation of a glossary of Sinhala
technioal terms will, of necessity, take a
considerable amount uof time. Even so, it
may not he possible to obtain a satisfactory
glossary which lives up to the tusk of
exprossing precise soientific ideas if the for—
mation of the terms have not follwed a metho-
dical process and a logical pattern in keeping
with the genius of the Sinhala language.
The haphazard borrowing of words and adhoc
adjustments to the meanings of existing words
will hardly yield a glossary suitable for
scientific and teohnical work. It will remain
a mere conglomeration of words, lacking
among other desirable features aven a
semblence of consistency. Let us for the
sake of argument contend, that for some
reason or other we are prevented from
borrowing words from other languages. Is
it then the position that Sinhala is incapable
of evolving its own language of science? We
were never & nation of dumh people! Surely,
the language of anation who are credited with
Civil Engineering achievements of no mean
order, should be capable of producing all
words that are necessary.

few.
the region

For instance consider an implement such
as the plane used by ecarpenters. Also
suppose we have no word in Sinhala to denote
thia implement. We oan of courss borrow
directly from English and call it a “SeGmw™
or seekk the aid of Sanskrit. But consider
for a moments how the Sinhala men of days
gona by met the situation. Basing on the
Sinhala verb '*@="" which means to **push”
forward or “impel” he produced the term
“wxim.'" For him the “mallet” was''§o@mED"’

“gm" being the “hand” and ‘emig’ being
"to beat”. The fisherman having observed
the abundancy of bones in a particular fish
named it "“®Q0EE2." The breach the farmer
made to let off the water for purposes of
sowing was namedl D8+ 28, O=w8 and
the still smaller breach (38 + 98) “nix»."
No one referred to the bull as Lae@®ws or to
the tree as a Owde. ©@©zn and ®Y served
the purpose fully. &2 was preferred to
‘edBsa’ ad@ to ggmawa and &S00 to
®fesswe Cannot we, for our part, be satisfied
with @@mBw" in place of “zwBexlc &&-
da ydo O ?”

Be that as it may, whuat if any. are the
particular advantages gained by basing the
terms on Sanskrit? One is tempted to answer,
“None at all.”? On the other hand, tha disadvane
tages are many and merit discussion. Unlike
English, Sinhala is to a large extent an inflec-
ted langunge. The Sinhala nouns are declined
and the verbs conjugated. Due to this
feature borrowed verbs do not take root in
the Sinhala language as verbs. An example
best illustrates the point. ‘‘@B®’ is aterm
that has a Sanskrit origin and in that language
it takes the form of a verb. However,
when it gets into Sinhala it does not exist
as a verby for we cannot say, for instance,
“or) uB8328" It has to be ‘'t 8fu 953."
Tn order to use this borrowed word an
additional Sinhala verb had to be introduced-
namely “=d8." Thuy the single English
verb ‘‘Inspects’” has to be represented by two
terms in Sinhala. As mentioned earlier,
even in KEnglish, the scientific voeabulary is
extremely large and under these circumstan—
ces the resulting Sinhala scientific voeabulary
will be considerably large. We would have
to manoeuvre an unnecessarily large vocabu



158 STl

[4 &¢F

lary whose abundancy of terms contribute in
no way to any fanctional advantage. On the
other hand, if the Sinhala verb be used, “He
inspeets” ocould be renderéd in Sinhala as
“od BBFed instead of o oBfws 3"
Fven this simple example illusirates the
resulting economy in word usage.

Further, the Sangkrit form of the word
is invariably much longer, comparatively more
difficult to write or pronounce. Congider the
few examples given below.

B33RIED - Lo Te )
B¢Bacns - Bewe
B8 - Ses
@afow - (O75)
OsDmde - Bwd
d® - Bu®
WA @ N
soudae - 28w

The =above also illustrates the intricate
letter combinations that are, prevalent in the
words borrowed from Sanskrit. There appeurs
to be a very liberal use of the hard sounds
such as &, ©, ®, 8 ete, and very often letters
perform such antics as riding piggyback on
one another. These features make writing
and especially typing a nightmare. The type-
writer itself has to he designed not only to
accommodate a large number of charncters but
also to handle intricate operastions. The use
of Sinhala words whilst obvisting these
difficulties will demand only s mere thirty
three odd characters in place of the usual
tifty four. Considering the fact that no space
needs be allocated for capital letters in the case
of Sinhala it should be possible to design a
tyDPe writer of wvery small proportions capble
of easy operation. In such an event the cost
of the Sinhala type writer will be appreciably
reduced and the speed of operation Will be
considerably increased. This is a very impor-
tant aspect as the type writer is an instru-
ment which plays an important role in both
business and industry.

From a rational stand-point there are many
other reasons which illustrate the sdvantages
that would acerue if Sinhala terms be used
But for the present let us presume that the
use of borrowed words is discouraged. The
question then aries as to how ifi is proposed
to meet tne demand for theusands of Sinhala
technical terms. It is futile to imagine that
a comprehensive answer to this question is
possible within the compass of a short article
of this nature. Nevertheless, an attempt can
be made to discuss on broad lines how the
problem could best be approached. Consider
for instance, a very common word such as
“2®9E” meaning a ' cheek.” The base of
the ear is’ 223 +8C and fuses to Pproduce
“22@BE"" The butterlly has two egual aunte-
nnae of two equal tubes, that is ©® + €. It is
therefore appropriately called a ‘‘©@m&ws.’”
The caterpillar has an abundancy of thick hair
on its body and gets as his name € +8 or
“ced.” In Sinhala “®8' means "“in this
manner” and “@©="" means “the past.” There-
fore @8+ w0l would mean “the past was in
this manner’’ @8 +@®= becomes B or
9Bwed and means ‘history.’ “@0" is to go
about and "“@3&” mesns a “stick.” ©0+ @3
becomes “‘©30@3w” and then ‘'©1683w" or
“walking-stick.” “‘©©®" means a ‘dend body”
and "'¢6"" is to *carry.” The bierry is therefore
appropriately termed a *'¢0o8.,”"  ''¢” means
‘relics’ and “'®@"” means a “chamber’; resul—
ting in the word *'¢@®.” “‘#B” is “what wa¥
gaid' and “@0y"" means a“doer” Therefore
one who does what he was told to is described
as "B " or “obedient.” “‘@25" is “forward
and “‘©0" is to “go.”” Thus “‘@®00d"” or
‘@80wd’ meansa 'procession.” Fog in Sinhala
is “S¢®" or 88442 literally “smoke on the
ground.” “®& means space and ‘®’ means
the very same and we get the word ‘@&’
where as ‘8’ is to 'bresk’ and we get
'O meaning an ‘allotment.” ‘'28®’ means
food and '@®E' means “Sinhala.’ Combining
the two we get ‘O®E+qld’ - ‘cwehd’
Be8® literally 'the Sinhala .food.” There is
no end to this process, It embraces practi-

-~
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‘we require a Sinhala word lor

- difficult task. But lst us fail in
 the pattern we have already described. A
~ turbine robates and this rotation is imparted
*  to it through the medium of its blades: In
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Here, two or more basic words which in-
di lly describe separate attributes of the
or action under question fuses to form
entirely new word which in turn goes to
ibe that object or that action. This
usly is o definite process or patternand
could easily keep to this process and pro—

‘duce entirely new words. Say, for instance,

L

the word
rbinse’. For a moment it appears a very
line with

Sinhala “@®" is to rotate and “®C" means
blades. Therefore.

- 0Bz adned - »EAd8®® or Turbine.’

Now let us consider a different process
altogether. In Sinhala "®©§" means a smell. a
bad smell is “'£®¢'‘and & good smell is “gog.”
Here we have added ‘g’ in the first instance
and changed the shade of meaning of the base
word “'®€' in one way and in the second
instance we have added ‘@’ and altered the
shade of meaning in a different way ‘&’ and
“e' are called prefixes. The addition of a
prefix to alter the meaning of a word is a
definite process which is widely wused mnot
only in Sinhala but slso in very many other
languages. Fnglish is a case in point. How
extensively and effectively this process has
been used in Sinhala can be understood
from the followidg example where a series of
prefixes have operated on one single verb ‘@z3"
Meaning ‘te take.’

©A - to take
¢+ oB - coB -to learn
e+ o8 - w0 - o welcome
B+ o - HOB - to abuse
88 + o - BEoB to recsive
q8 + @B - qmo3 to favour
8+ BB ~ BBoR to acquire

This process ean be effectively used in our
quest for new words. For instance, say we
require a Sinhala word for “to modulate,” We
modulate one frcquency with another ar we
mix SO to say two frequencies. Modulation
however is not pure and simple mixing. It is

much moare than that, it has very speecial
features. If it were a case of mixing we could
Have used the Sinhala verb “©&" meaning
“to mix.” Therefore, in order to differenti-
ate it fr8m mere mixing we add the prefix
"“B8,' Then we got ‘80 + w8’ or B0’

Let us examine yet another definite process
which has been sxtensively used in Sinbala.
In this case a particle is added to the end of
the base word and it is known as a suffix.
One meaning of the Sinhala suffix “ed" is
“similar to.” Thus we have, 0@ nc Eed -
20+ 30—23w0 eegmd poh fed-otiegs

+ gd—eSemd

This process also comea Very handy in the
formation of new words, Consider for instance
the word “gland” used in mechanical engi-
neering. This is something similar to a neck
or throat., The Sinhaln word for throat is
“®@.” To convy the idea that it is
something similar to a throat we make use of
the suffix “gd"

oc + g2 - o@d
Thus the equivalent of “‘gland" will be
“Qcaﬁ/"

Though there are soveral other definite
patterns or processes, space does not permit
any reference to them. However, the three
processes discussed enrlier are sufficient to
illustrate the existence of definite patterns
and the faet that they counld be easily made
use of to effectively meet our present needs.
All three proeesses are based on ths permuta-
tion and combination of verbs, nouns, prefixes
suffixes etc. There are in Sinhala several
thousand verbs and nouns, iwenty prefizxes and
saveral suffi%es. Tf only ten numerals could
combine to give the numbers in an infinite
number system the verbs, nouns, preéfixes and
guffixes at our disposal should adequafiely meet
our requirements of forming a comprehensive
Sinhala technical glossary. If the new words
ba formed in this manner, the exizting words
and those that are newly formed will then
intermingle with ease and in whatever sphere
they be used r common tnread will be seen
running through them: nnd it will be a glossary
of this type that could be termed truly
Sinhala.
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